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1 General information

X-FeatureComparison is an X-Cart add-on module that enables your customers to use feature-based

comparison service.

Unless a customer comes to your store with his mind set on a specific product, he is likely to browse and

compare different products trying to determine which product will be right for him.

Feature-based comparison service facilitates the process of choosing the right thing by a customer: the
user enters a desired combination of features, and the system then determines the product or products that
provide that combination. For instance, if a customer is looking for a mobile phone, but is not yet sure as to
its model, he can pick the desired mobile phone features (e.g., dual or triple band, light weight, replaceable
covers, or programmable ringtones) and immediately buy the phone that matches the requirements. Visitors
can also pick a product and compare it side by side with other products, so the customer can pick a product
that he likes, and then compare other products against it to see if there are any better choices.

Using X-FeatureComparison module provides the store admin/provider users with the following abilities:
= to group products into product classes
= to define features specific to product classes
= to assign class-specific features to products
= to create multilingual names for product classes and class-specific features.

= to search for products by their product class

The customers get the ability:
= to search for products by features
= to compare products of the same class with one another

X- Feature Comparison is a reliable and up-to-date solution that makes your business competitive.

You can purchase it at www.x-cart.com.
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2 Module Installation

To install the module you have to perform the following actions:

1. Download the module distributive (x-fcomp-x.y.z.tgz, where x,y,z are the numbers of the module
version) from File Area.

2. Uncompress the x-fcomp-x.y.z.tgz file and copy the files to X-Cart directory.
Note: Please make sure you keep the directory structure during unpacking and uploading, otherwise some necessary files can be

overwritten!

3. Run in the browser the installation script http://www.yourhost.com/xcart_dir/install-xfcomp.php

4. Enter your authentication code, accept conditions of the License Agreement and click Next.

Note. The authentication code is issued on completion of X-Cart installation. It is used to prevent unauthorized re-installation of
X-Cart and to install X-Cart modules (if you decide to purchase them). If you forgot the code, you may look it up at any time in
include/install.php file.

5. Installation script will copy the files and make all the necessary changes in the database.

6. After module Installation is completed, you need to log in as Admin and
= enable Feature Comparison from the Modules section
= set the module options in General settings/Feature Comparison options.

X-Cart Gold and Pro module installations do not differ.

© 2009 Ruslan R. Fazliev. All rights reserved.
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3 Setting up Feature Comparison options

To set up the options affecting the work of Feature Comparison module in your store:
1. Select General settings from the Administration menu.

2. Click the Feature Comparison options link in the section menu.

3. Set up the following options:
e The product class image width in the product classes list: set the desired image width in pixels.
e Enable adding products to comparison lists for further comparing: Select this check box if you
want to enable your customers to add products they want to compare to a special list appearing in the
'Comparison list' box in the menu column. If you leave this check box unselected, the link 'Add to

comparison list' will not be displayed, so there will be no way for your customers to use the

'Comparison list' box.

e The maximum number of products in the comparison list in the menu column: Specify the
maximum number of products which a customer will be allowed to add to the Comparison list.

e Maximum number of products which can be shown on the feature-based comparisons page
and on the Product details page in the form of a select box: If the quantity of products for
comparison exceeds the number specified here, product selection will be done in a popup window:
Specify the maximum number of products for comparison that will be able to appear in a select box.

¢ Maximum number of products which can be compared: Specify the maximum number of products

that a customer will be allowed to compare at a time.

4. Click Save to apply the changes.

© 2009 Ruslan R. Fazliev. All rights reserved.
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4 Administrative interface

The administrative part of X-FeatureComparison module is handled by the store administrators and
providers. In X-Cart GOLD the store admin/provider fully controls the work of the module. In X-Cart PRO
providers adjust their store sections to work with the module, while the store admin regulates the work of the
module in general (by adjusting the Feature Comparison options) and carries out the function of supervision
which in case of necessity enables him to interfere and edit the providers’ settings pertaining to the module.

After X-FeatureComparison module has been installed and configured, you need to use the store
admin/provider interface to do the following:
1. Define product classes (types of products which can be compared).
2. For each of the defined product classes set up product class options, or features (parameters on the
ground of which the products belonging to the class will be compared).
3. Assign appropriate product classes and product class options to the products in your store.
Note: In X-Cart PRO each of the store providers defines his own product classes (and features) and assigns these classes to his

own products. Unless ‘Single mode’ is turned on, PRO providers are not allowed to edit the product classes defined by the other
providers. Admin account users, however, can edit any product class irrespective of the class owner.

4.1 Adding, updating and deleting product classes

Product classes can be defined in the ‘Product classes’ section of the store.

X-Cart PRO providers can access this section by clicking the Product classes link in the Products menu.

H

Manufacturers
Wish lists

Product clazse
Product Cc\nFi%! ztnr
Search for pro =

Add new product
Modify product
Delete product
Irmport/Export
Update inventory
Extra fields

X-Cart PRO admin and X-Cart GOLD admin/provider can access the same section via the Product classes
link in the Management menu.
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M

Users

Categories
Manufacturers
Wish lists

Orders

Mews managerment
Statistics

Shipping rmethods
Tax system

Edit ratings
Countries

States

Product classes
Gift certificates

In the ‘Product classes’ section existing product classes appear in the ‘Product classes’ form.
To create a new product class:

1. Click the ‘Add product class’ link in the section menu. The ‘Add product class’ form will appear.

Add product class

Immage

Change irmage

Product clazs * I

Enabled IYES TI
OrderBy I

Add

2. If necessary, add an icon for the product class being created (Icons associated with product classes
appear on the ‘What are you looking for?’ page in the customer area along with the product class titles):
a. Click on the ‘Change image’ button below the default ‘No Image Available’ picture. Confirm you desire
to change the default image.
b. Use the ‘Image selection’ window to select the image file which you want to use as the product class

icon.

© 2009 Ruslan R. Fazliev. All rights reserved.
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c. Click on Apply. The new image will appear in the ‘Add product class’ form, replacing the default ‘No
Image Available’ image. (Please note that at this point the image is merely selected, not saved. It will

be lost if you refresh the page.)

Add product class

Irmage E

| Change image I Feset

The irmage will be zaved after vou click on "Add"

Product clazs * I

Enabled IYES "’I
OrderBy I

Add

3. Enter a title for the product class into the ‘Product class’ field.

\

4. Specify whether the class should be shown to the customers or not by selecting Yes or No from the

Enabled’ selectbox.

5. Specify the position number of the product class in the list of product classes (‘OrderBy’ field).

Add product class

Image E

Change irmage I Reset

The irmage will be zaved after vou click on "Add"

Product clazs * IBDDks

Enabled IYES "’I
OrderBy |1

Add
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6. Click on ‘Add’. As soon as the product class is created, you will be informed about it by a message in the

‘Information’ box.

| i) Information x| |

Praduct class iz added,

After the creation of the new product class, you can see another form appearing in the place of the ‘Add

product class’ form. This new form is titled ‘Modify product class’.

Modify product class

Language: IEninsh "’I

Change irmage I Delete image

Product clazs * IE-cu:uks

Enabled IYES "’I
OrderBy |1

Save |

Product class options

Opton Opton type / Format Enabled OrderBy Varants

Options are not definad

Add new option

| IText'Field LI I\r’esll | ;I

Add

This form allows you to modify the details of the product class you have just created (if necessary) and to
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define product class options (features) for it. You can turn to modifying the product class details (image,
title, availability, or OrderBy position number) and defining product class options (features) at once, or put it
off till later (The ‘Modify product class’ form can be accessed at any time by clicking on the title of the
product class which you want to modify in the ‘Product classes’ form). To find out how to modify a product
class, please refer to the ‘Modifying product classes’ section of this User guide.

To add more product classes, use the ‘Add product class’ link in the section menu.

To return to the list of product classes (‘Product classes’ form), click the ‘Product classes list’ link in the

section menu. You will see the product classes you created in the form of a list in the ‘Product classes’ form.

Product classes

Check all / Uncheck all
Product class Enabled OrderBy

[ Books Yes ™ |1

Delete saleced | Update |

The ‘Product classes’ form in X-Cart GOLD and in the Provider area of X-Cart PRO contains a 3-column
table (PRODUCT CLASS / ENABLED / ORDERBY). In the Admin area of X-Cart PRO the table includes 4
columns (PRODUCT CLASS / ENABLED / ORDERBY / PROVIDER). The PROVIDER column allows the
store admin to find out who created this or that product class.

Product classes

Check all f Uncheck all
Product class Enabled OrderBy Provider

[ Books m |1_ adrmin
M cd disks [res =] [z adrin
[ T-shirts IE' |3_ admin
[T Mobile phones m |4_ provider
[T cameras m IS_ provider

Delete selectad I Update I

You can change the availability status of your product classes and the order in which they are displayed
right in the ‘Product classes’ form. To do so, select Yes or No from the ENABLED selectbox, change the

© 2009 Ruslan R. Fazliev. All rights reserved.
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product class position number in the OrderBy field opposite the title of the appropriate product class and

click on Update. The changes will be saved.

To delete a product class, select the check box next to the title of the product class you would like to delete

and click on ‘Delete selected’. The product class will be removed from the list. (You can use the Check all /

Uncheck all links to select or unselect all the check boxes).

4.2 Modifying product classes

Modification of a product class is done immediately after its creation (when the ‘Modify product class’ form is
displayed automatically) or later (by calling on the ‘Modify product class’ form with a click on a product class
title in the ‘Product classes’ list). In any case, the ‘Modify product class’ form can be used for editing the
product class details defined at the time of the class creation and for defining product class options

(features) characteristic of the class.

4.2.1 Modifying product class details

To modify the details of a product class:

1. Open the ‘Modify product class’ form.

© 2009 Ruslan R. Fazliev. All rights reserved.
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Modify product class

Language: IEninsh "’I

Change irmage I Delete image

Product clazs * IE-cu:uks

Enabled IYES "’I
OrderBy |1

Save |

Product class options

Opton Opton type / Format Enabled OrderBy Varants

Options are not definad

Add new option

| IText'Field LI I\r’esll | ;I

Add

2. If necessary, change or delete the class icon.
To change the icon, click on the ‘Change image’ button, select the image with which you want to replace

the old one and click on ‘Apply’. The new image will appear in the ‘Modify product class’ form. (Please

note that at this point the image is merely selected, not saved. It will be lost if you refresh the page.)
To delete the icon, click on the ‘Delete image’ button.
3. If necessary, change the product class title, availability status and OrderBy position humber.

4. Click on ‘Save’.
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Administrative interface 11

4.2.2 Managing product class options (features)

To define product class options (features):

1. Open the ‘Modify product class’ form. Scroll down to the ‘Product class options’ section of the form.

Product class options

OptHon Opton type / Format Enabled OrderBy Yarants

Cptions are not definad

Add new option

I IText'FieId ;I IYes;I I :I

Add

2. Use the ‘Add new option’ subsection to add product class options:

a. Enter a name for the new option (OPTION column).

b. Use the selectbox in the OPTION TYPE /FORMAT column to select the option type (Please refer to the
Notes on options types’ section of this User guide to get information about the types of product class
options).

c. Select Yes or No from the selectbox in the ENABLED column to specify whether the feature should be
displayed to customers or not.

d. Enter a position number of the option in the list of product class options (ORDERBY column).

e. If applicable, specify available variants for the option being created: enter the variant names in a column,
each variant starting from a new line (VARIANTS column).

f. Click on ‘Add’. The option will be created and added to the list of options in the ‘Product class options’
section of the form.

g. If applicable, specify the format in which concrete values of the option should be displayed (OPTION
TYPE /FORMAT column, below the option type selectbox). Click on ‘Update’.

h. Repeat steps a-h to add more product class options.

© 2009 Ruslan R. Fazliev. All rights reserved.
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Modify product class

Immage

Product clazs * IBDDks

Enabled

OrderBy

Product class options

Change irmage I Delete image

Language: IEninEh TI

Opton type / Format Enabled OrderBy Yarants

- ICataIDg idx

IText field LI IYES;I
IInput bowx vI

|1

|_ ICnl.ler tupe

ISingIe option selectar ;I IYES;I

Iy
L=
+

I
w
=
o

—
=
2

I IPuinsher IText field ;I IYEE;I |3
IInput baox TI

r IF‘ages INumericfield LI IYES;I |4
| 1oooooo =l

I I'l.l'l.l'ith Co IE-DDlean field ;I IYeg;I |5

I_ ILanguage

IMuItipIe option 5e|ectnr;| I‘r’egll

Celete selected aptions Update I

Add new option

Add

IText field LI IYES;I
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To delete product class options (features):

1. In the ‘Product class options’ section of the ‘Modify product class’ form select the check boxes next to the
names of the product class options which you want to delete.

2. Click on ‘Delete selected options’.
To modify product class options (features):

1. In the ‘Product class options’ section of the ‘Modify product class’ form change the necessary product
class options’ settings.

2. Click on ‘Update’.
To modify the variants of a product class option:

1. In the ‘Product class options’ section of the ‘Modify product class’ form click on the option variants which
you want to modify. The ‘Variants setup’ box will appear blow.

© 2009 Ruslan R. Fazliev. All rights reserved.
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| 1000000 =l

M [with co |Boolean field = |ves =l |5 -

- ILanguage IMuItipIe option selector x| IYES;I IE' EUSﬁiahn
nglis
Gerrnan
French

Variants setup X

|- IRussian
r IEninsh
I_ IGerman

r IFrench

Delate salectad variants I Update

Add variant

Add

Delete selectad aptions I Update I

Add new option

I IText field ;I IYEE;I I | ;I

2. Use the ‘Variants setup’ box to modify the contents of the variants section:

a. To rename one or more of the existing variants, change the names of the variants you want to rename
and click on ‘Update’.

b. To delete one or more of the existing variants, select the check boxes next to the names of the variants
you want to delete and click on ‘Delete selected variants’.

c. To add a new variant to the list, enter a name for the new variant in the ‘Add variant’ subsection and click
on ‘Add’.

3. Click on the X (‘Close’ sign) in the top right corner of the ‘Variants setup’ box. The box will be closed.

In a multilingual store, names of product classes, product class options and option variants can be entered
in different languages.

To enter multilingual names:

© 2009 Ruslan R. Fazliev. All rights reserved.
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1. Select the necessary language from the Language selectbox in the top right corner of the ‘Modify
product class’ form. The page will be refreshed and the product class title, product class options and

option variants fields will be emptied allowing place for you to enter new names in the selected language.
2. Enter the product class name into the ‘Product class’ field and click on ‘Save’.
3. Provide names for the product class options and click on ‘Update’.

4. Click on each of the option variants links, provide new names for the variants and click on ‘Update’.

5. If you need more languages, repeat steps 1-5.

4.2.3 Notes on option types

X-FeatureComparison module supports the following option types:
= Text field
= Single option selector
= Multiple option selector
= Numeric field
= Boolean field
= Date field

These types determine the way in which providers and customers will be able to input data into the fields
corresponding to product class options.

Text field is a simple text field into which custom text can be entered. Any characters entered into a field of
this type are regarded as text. This option type requires the option field format to be specified (Input box or
Text area, depending on the amount of text that needs to be entered).

Single option selector is a field displaying a predefined set of values from which only one can be selected.

This option type requires variants to be provided.

Multiple option selector is a field displaying a predefined set of values from which several values can be

selected. This option type requires variants to be provided.

Numeric field is a field that allows users to enter numeric values so they are treated as numbers (which
allows customers to search for products using number ranges). This option type requires the option field
format to be specified.

Boolean field is a field from which only one of the two values can be chosen: Yes or No (signifies presence
or absence of some feature).

Date field is a field that allows users to enter dates (customers can search for products using date ranges).
This option type requires the option field format to be specified.

© 2009 Ruslan R. Fazliev. All rights reserved.
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4.3 Assigning product classes to products

After the necessary product classes have been defined, they need to be assigned to the products for which
you want to allow comparison.

Note: It is not necessary that all the products in the store have a product class: assign product classes only to the products which
can be compared.

To assign a product class to some product:
1. Find the product and open it for modification.

2. Click the ‘Product class’ link in the section menu.

© 2009 Ruslan R. Fazliev. All rights reserved.
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Cakegaries
Manufacturers
wish lists

Orders

Mews rmanagerert
Skatiztics
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Edit ratings
Countries

States
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Gitt certificates

B Administration

Surirnary

DB backup restore
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Drelete product
Update inventory
Extra fields

e

Dastination zones
Discounts

Main page :: Producs mansqgemeant 11 Javascript (Definikive Guide]

Product management
Javascript { Definitive Guide)

In this section:

See also:

o Product details o Search for products
o International descriptions o Add product
e Product aptions ¢ Categories
o Wholesale prices o Man r
@ lling lirk: o Orders
o Detailed images
o Custorner Reviews
e Product clas
Product detai
Product images
Innage: Thumbnail:
Mo image
available

Ho image uploaded

Upload imags I

Froduct owner

125x158, 13 kb
(recarmmpended gize: S0x50=-150:150)

Change thumbnail [

Celate thumbnail I

‘Assign product class’ form will appear. As the product has not been assigned to any product class yet,
Undefined’ appears in the ‘Product class’ selectbox.
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Main page :: Produs mansgemeant 11 Javascript [Definikive Guide]

Usars Product management
Categories Javascript { Definitive Guide)

Manufacturers
Wish lists
Orders - S .
News rmanagernent | In this section: See also:
Skatistics
Shipping methods o Product details o Search for products
Tax systam . -
Edit ratings o International descriptions o Add groduct
Countrias @ Product options o Categories
States :
Product claszes o Whol le pri ° Manuf 1=
Gitt certificates o Upselling links e Orders

o Detailed images

o Custorner Reviews

o Product class
Surarary
OB backupy restore
IrnportfExport Assign product class

Mermbearzhip levels

Credit card types
Titles Product class: ILrndefined 'l'I

Edit ternplates
Filas Apply |
General settings
Irnages location
Languagas

Wit ebrnaster rmode
Modules

Payvrnent nnethods

3. Use the selectbox to select the product class to which you want the product being modified to be
assigned.

Assign product class

Product class: |E-|:n:uk5 ﬂ

Apply |

4. Click on ‘Apply’. The product class will be assigned. The ‘Product class options’ form will appear below
the ‘Assign product class’ form (The set of fields in the ‘Product class options’ form corresponds to the
product class selected for the product).
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Product class options

Catalog idsx: I

Cover type: ISDFI: vI

Publisher:

Pages:

with CD: Mo ™

Language:

To select more than ane entry, hold '"Ctl' key while clicking on ther with vour
rmouse, To unselect, hold '"Ctrl' and dick on the selected iterns again.

Update |

5. Use the option fields in the ‘Product class options’ form to assign the necessary option values to the
product being modified.

Product class options

Cover type: ISD& 'I

Publizhear: IP'iter Prass
Pages: |392
With CDv: IYes vI
Language:
Emalizh
German
French

To zelect more than ane entry, hald 'Sl key while clicking on thern with your
rmouze, To unselact, hold 'Ctrl' and click on the selected iterns again,

Update |

6. Click on ‘Update’. The changes will be applied.
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4.4 Searching for products with defined product
classes

The store administrator can search for products by product classes. When X-FeatureComparison module is
installed and enabled and at least one product class has been created, the ‘Advanced search options’
section of the search form in the Admin area includes ‘Product classes’ field. This field is a selectbox from

which you can select the product class to which the product being searched for belongs.

[<] More search options

Search in category: I ;I
as [¥ Main category  [# Additional categary

[T alsa search in subcategaries

Manufacturer iz not specified
Manufacturers: ExampleBooks
ExampleHousehaold

SKU:

Product ID #:

Price ($):

Duantty:

Weight (Ibs):

Availability:

Product classes:

EIgEl

Free shipping:

Global discounts:

Minimunm order
quantity:

List pHice:

Shipping freight:

4

K K 1 K Y K

Tax exempt:

Lowr limit in stock:

Feset filtar Search I
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4.5 Importing/Exporting data

Import/Export procedures in X-Cart

X-Cart 4.1.x features export and import of almost all X-Cart data types. Export and import procedures
facilitate the updating of your store data and allow you to consistently transfer data when upgrading your
store or moving it to a new location.

Basic information is available in the Reference Manual for X-Cart shopping cart software, v. 4.2.2: on export

procedures - section "Exporting Data", import procedures - in the section "Importing Data".

Detailed information on X-Cart import and export can be found in the Import/Export Guide for X-Cart v4.1.x
(available for download from http://www.x-cart.com/manuals.html).

4.5.1 FeatureComparison: CSV Format

Classes of products are imported/exported through the section [PRODUCT_CLASSES].
Format

IFCLASSID - product class ID

ICLASS - product class name

IAVAIL - activeness indicator (Y - this class is active, empty value - inactive class)

IIMAGE - the path to the imported image for this class

IORDERBY - product class number

Required fields

ICLASS

Classes international names are imported/exported through the section
[MULTILANGUAGE_PRODUCT_CLASSES]

Format
ICLASS - product class name (conf. [PRODUCT_CLASSES])

ICODE - language code (for example: US)
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ICLASS _NAME - class international name
Required fields

ICLASS

ICODE

ICLASS_NAME

Features specific to product classes are imported/exported through the section
[PRODUCT_CLASS_OPTIONS]

Format

ICLASS - product class name (conf. [PRODUCT_CLASSES])
IOPTIONID - product class option unique ID

IOPTION - option name

ITYPE - option type ("T" - text field, "S" - select box, "N" - numeric, "B" - Boolean, "D" - date, "M" - multiple

select box)

IFORMAT - option format (for example, a text field can have 2 formats: | - input field, T - text field).
IVARIANTS - possible value variants for the fields which suppose selecting a value

IAVAIL - activeness indicator

IORDERBY - number

Required fields

ICLASS

IOPTION

Option international names are imported/exported through the section
[MULTILANGUAGE_PRODUCT_CLASS_OPTIONS]

Format

ICLASS - product class name
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IOPTION - product class option name
ICODE - language code (for example: US).
IOPTION_NAME - option international name
Required fields

ICLASS

IOPTION

ICODE

IOPTION_NAME

Products related to a product class are imported/exported through the section
[PRODUCT_FEATURE_VALUES]

Format

IPRODUCTID - unique product ID
IPRODUCTCODE - product SKU number
IPRODUCT - product name

ICLASS - product class number

IOPTION - option name

IVALUE - option value for the given product
Required fields

ICLASS

IOPTION
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5 Customer interface

5.1 Using feature-based search

Feature-based search allows your customers to find products within defined product classes by certain

features specific to these products.

To use feature-based search, your customers need to click the Feature-based search link in the Special

menu.

™ special |

Gift certificates
Search for evants

Feature-baszed Eeam:q.t’J

Clicking this link opens the ‘What are you looking for?’ page where your customers can select the type of
products they are interested in (in fact, the customers select one of the product classes defined in the
admin/provider interface). For example, if the classes are named ‘Books’, ‘CD disks’ and ‘T-shirts’, and the

customer is looking for a book, he should select ‘Books’ by clicking on the appropriate link or icon.

What are you looking for?

Books CD disks T-Shirts

After selecting the desired product class, the customer will be provided with a form in which he will be able
to specify parameters for feature-based search (If the selected product class is ‘Books’, the form will be
called ‘Books features’).
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Select features

Mote: It is not necessary to fill out all the fields, vou can specify values only for the features
relevant to vaou,

ISBN: |
Cover type: I =ik TI
Publisher: I

Pages: From: I
Thru:uugh:l

wiith CO IF'.I"-.IY "I

Language:

To select more than one entry, hold 'Ctrl* key while clicking on therm with vour

rmouse. To unselect, hold 'Ctrl' and click an the selected iterns again.

| Submit |

The set of fields in the form will vary from one product class to another, depending on the product class
options (features) assigned to different classes in the admin interface. The customer only needs to provide
values for the fields relevant to his search and to submit the form.

The products found by the search query will be displayed in the ‘Products’ list.
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Home Shopping Cart Contact Us

HBART CALL US: 1-800-555-3555  Iaternstional; S00-555-5555

m"*"]:llzlw Salect languags: [Enclish = ]|

Pintable varsion &
W Categories Your Company Mame o Produck clacces list c: Books features = Products M
& Boaks F Cart is empty
Products

B 20 - DD - Wideo Widie 2t

Chackout
B CompubEr Search again wish st

hardware Grdars hiskory

I Electronics Sorthy: KU Product  Price & Default

3 G.arnes and toys ® Authentication
B Gifts | add to comparison list | | [

| Compare selected |

Usemane
& Household
Adobe Photeshop 5.5 Classronm
B Mor's cothes | [—— | Pazsword
B Softwars SHU: SHULE
(e - J
B Sport Adobe Photoshop 5.5 Classroom in & Book, Specis] Web Edition, like others in the | EEphe T
fing Classroosm in & Book SRTIRE, % somawhers babwaen & msnusl and 5 tu!nrlgl;
the lessons can be resd straght through or raferanced on & need-to-know bagis.
. s

[ Qur price; $4.5.95 (£39.98)
@ ] %K Market price: $63=8¥ , save Z5%

1. Baldur's Gate = Sas datail quantity [T =
Expansion: Throne of
BRaa! [ Check to compare
Bobrd Shrik Buy-t b
3. Hew Mastars of
Flash
4. Pheotashop & Down
and Dirty Tricks Elash 5 f " Maci !
5. Palin 0% M125
SEU: SXUL0
P —— LASH 1 am fondor of Macromiedia Flash than just about any taol, and 1 feel rmuch the
W Manufacturers =] & Lt same way about Peachpit’s Visval QuickStart Guides; 5o, the ides of a Wisual

GuickStart Guide sbout Flash § makes me wask in the knees.

Exarmplabesha
ExarnpleHausehald Cur price: $59.99 (£52.19)

Market price: 42000 dave 255
: Quantity I 1 ul
Sam datails

[T Check to compare

aift certificates [ Add te wish list

Easkiscnabnrad ook

The found products can then be compared with one another.

5.2 Selecting products for comparison

In X-FeatureComparison module customers can compare products assigned to the same product class (In
other words, customers can compare a photo camera with another photo camera, but they cannot compare
a photo camera with a book).

Customers select the products they want to be compared and then the module juxtaposes the selected
products in the form of a table (the so-called ‘Product features chart’). The Product features chart allows
your customers to compare products by separate features (the features by which products can be
compared are defined by admin/provider for each product class individually).

The module offers three alternative ways in which a customer can go about adding products to the Product
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features chart:

1. The first of the three ways is as simple as selecting the ‘Compare’ check boxes next to the products
which need to be compared and adding them directly to the Product features chart with one click on the *
Compare selected’ link.

Prirtable varsion &

¥ Books Internet i Cartis empky
B 0 - 0D - Video E‘:"" :""t

Products Sort by: Pr Pri & Defaul eckou
B Computer v: SEU Eroduct Price Befanlt Wish list

hardware Grdere hirtorny
Fasult pages; 1 2 E
P Electromcs
3 GTBI'I'IEE and toys Compare selected | | Add to comparison list | = Authentication
b Gifts - [ 1
My M Flash

& Household A
B Mor's dothes SKU: SEUSS Password
& Software Learning by doing is always good, especislly if you have good rols madels ta i}
b Sport follave, Az part of the publizher's "Shawing 197 sares, thiz boak Brings together 19 'Egiﬂw

of the mast mnevative designers who sre working i motion araphics, and gives
thern lots of page room to talk about their work in genceal,

Our price: $59.00 (£52.19) . g

@ Market price: 2888 save 255
[ check to compare

Quantity m

1. saldur's Gate =
Expangion: Throme of

Bhas! .

Z. Lard of the Bings Ehyﬁwg (> Aadd b wish list

Baard dame

3. Haw Mastars of

Flash

4. Photoshop & Gown . :
and Dirty Tricks Professional Jav EwiEr P Eod Farmmin

5. Pl OF M125

W Manufacturers

Exarnplabeaks
ExarmpleHousehald

SKU: SHUSE

Wrox specializes in books written by programmers, for programmers.
Profassional davs Server Programming, & velume on devalsping Java-bazed Weh
applications, i no different. All the 17 authors are developers and consultants —
inclypding sore who've been part of Sun's own Java team,

e price: S47. 09 (£41.95)
Market price: $63-09  save 25%

L it Cluantity 1 =

Note: The maximum number of products which a customer is allowed to select for comparison is defined in the General
settings/Feature Comparison options section of the administrative interface (‘Maximum number of products which can be
compared’)

If the customer selects for comparison products which belong to different product classes, he will receive a
warning message in the ‘Product classes’ form prompting him to select just one class with which he would
like to continue working.
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Product classes

&The products selected for comparison are of different classes and cannot be compared.
Please select the product class within which yvou would like to compare products,

Books

Adobe Photoshop 5.5 Classroom
Flash 5 for Windows and Macintosh

Compare

Cd disks

Bach's Goldberg WYariations

Compare

To compare the products within this product class, the customer needs to click the ‘Compare’ link

corresponding to it.

2. The second way involves using the so-called ‘Comparison list'. While browsing the Products list, a
customer selects the ‘Compare’ check boxes next to the products which need to be compared and, by
clicking the ‘Add to comparison list’ link, adds them to the ‘Comparison list’ (A special box appearing in
the menu column in which a list of products selected for comparison can be stored until the customer
requests the operation of product comparison to be carried out. The empty ‘Comparison list' is not
displayed).
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Pirtable version &

Tour Comosny Mames 0 Book H ¥ 3 i
o Bpoks Irternet m Comparison list

P Books Internet — T E—
P eo- s | Hew Masters of Flash X
Products Sorthy: SEU Product Price & Default =
" Rerdnare oo
hardware pasul Lz @
Biult pagecs:
b Games and toys Compare solocted | [ Add to comparison list |
P Gifts =
g I I Flash w° Your cart
& Household [ attehldslh
B Mar's cothes SELU: SEUSS o Cartis empty
b Software Learning by doing is always good, especislly if you have good role models to v'h"" :""
b Sport follave. &z part of the publizher's "Showing 187 sermes, this book brings together 19 i‘l:ﬁ _‘;:t

of the mast mnovative designers who sre sorking o mation graphics, and gives

thern lots of page room to tatk about their wark in general, Grders histary

Ok price: $59.00 (£52.149)

i Market price: $20-08  save 20% =
[~ Check to compare m Authentication

Quantity m

1. saldur's Gate 2
Expansion: Throne of

Bhaal

Z. Lord of the Rings [+ Add be wish list razsword
Bosrd Game

¥, Haw Mashers of

Flash R

4. Bhotashop & C \
and Qim‘rth e Professional Jav rwir P eod rarmmin

5. Dal OF M125

B Manufacturers

Exarmplabeshz
ExarmpleHousehald

Useinarms

SKU: SEUSE

Wrox specializes in books written by programmers, for programmers.
Prefassional Mavs Server Programming, & velume on devalsping Java-bazad Web
applications, is no different. Al the 17 authars sre developers and consultants —
including some who've been part of Sun’s own Java team.,

Ok price: $47.00 {€41.95)
Market price: $53-48 | save 258%

e i Quantity |1 '-I
' Special [ Check to compare

Another way a customer can add a product to the ‘Comparison list’ is by going to the product details page of
some product and clicking on the ‘Add to comparison list’ link there.
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rour Comoany Mame o Books o Imternet o dew Masters of Flagh m Comparison list

b Boaks 0 Weoks
New Masters of Flash
B CO - CovD - Video - 1 Mew Mastars of Flash X

B Computer Learning by doing is always good, especislly if you have good role i
hard':h'ere modals ko Follew. As part of the p'luh"-ls-her'-s- “Ehowing [ series, this m
boak brangs together 19 of the most snnorative desigaers who sre a M eloarliak |
working in mgtion graphics, and gives thorm lots of page room to talk C

b Electromics

ahout their work in general.

b Games and toys
b Gifts —_—
& Household SHU SKUES e ———
: Quuantity in stock g itern{s) available F Cartis emply
b Mar's cloathes Waight 1.00 ke
Software 1ZBN 123456 Vidw £ak
¥ Cover bype Soft Chuckout
B Sport Fublisher Bress wish lst
Pages 123 Grders historny
WWith O My
Language English

Dt price: s50.99 (€52.19) 2 Authenucation

1. zaldur's Gate 2

Expansion: Throne of Cptions Username
Bhes! .
- Fthe & = P55 0l
Eq::dﬁir:u' nas Choose cover type Soft ¥
3. Haw Mastars of . .

4. Photoshop & Cown

and Dirky Trske .
5. Palm 05 M125 @ Cfdd to wrish list . e

B Manufacturers
Excarnplaboshs [+ fdy Bo comparison list

ExarnpleHausehald

W

| Flach 5 far Windawe and Macn =] [ Product comparison

If the products selected for comparison belong to different product classes, the Comparison list will be
divided into sections, so each of the involved product classes has its separate comparison list.
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™ Comparison list

Books

Mew Masters of Flash X

Professional Java x
Server Programming

Deszigning Web 4
=z ability

—

T
[ Clear list |

Cd disks

Bach's Goldberg x
Wariations

Bach: Cello-Suiten / X
Mstizlaw Raostropovich

e

T
[ Clearlist |

The Comparison list is completely editable, so your customers are allowed not only to add products to the
list, but to remove some or all of the products from the list. To remove a specific product from the
Comparison list, a customer needs to click on the red X sign next to the name of the product in the list. To
remove all the products from the Comparison list (or from a section of the Comparison list), a customer
needs to click the ‘Clear list’ link at the bottom of the list (or below the corresponding section of the

Comparison list).

To compare the products contained in the Comparison list (or in a section of the Comparison list), a
customer needs to click the ‘Compare’ link at the bottom of the list (or below the corresponding section of
the Comparison list). The products will be transferred to the Product features chart where the customer will
be able to compare them.

Note: If you want to enable the Comparison list for your customers, please select the ‘Display the list of products to be compared

in the menu column’ option in the General settings/Feature Comparison options section of the administrative interface. Do not
forget to set the Comparison list capacity (‘The maximum number of products in the comparison list in the menu column’ option).

3. The third way allows adding pairs of products to the Product features chart: a customer can go to the

product details page of some product and request comparing this product with some other product of the
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same product class. The product with which the initially chosen product will be compared is selected from

a selectbox on the product details page. Both the products (the one whose product details are displayed

and the one selected from the list in the select box) are added to the Product features chart when the

customer clicks the ‘Product comparison’ link next to the select box.

P Books

B 20 - DD - Video

B Computer
hardware

B Electronics

B Games and toys

B Gifts

& Household

B Mir's clothes

& Softwans

B Sport

it

1. saldur's Gate =
Expansion: Throne of
Bhaal

Z. Laord of the Rings
Bsard Garme

3. Hew Mastars of
Flash

4. Photashop & Down
amd Dirky Trcke

5. Palin 0% M125

"
M| Manufacturers

Exarmplabeaks
ExarnpleHousehald

[ Pr=———

- :“tfg:l"fs Tour Cormoany Marme

Books

New Masters of Flash

o Imternet o

Hew Masters of Flagh

Learning by doing is always good, especially if you have good role

madels to follow. As part of the publishars "Showmng [ seres, this
boak brangs together 19 of the most snnovative desigaers who sre
working in sotion araphics, and gives thern lots of page raor te talk
ahaout their wark in gencral.

M Comparizon (ist

Books

Mew Masters of Flash X

CF Cartis emphy

Wik 2drk
Chackout
wish list
Cordars history

m Authentication

L i amid

Dietalls

SHEU SEUSS

Quuantity in stock A4 term{s) available
Waight 1.00 ks

IEBN 123456

Cower bype Soft

Fublisher Press

Pages 123

With GO B

Language English

Price: £59.99 (€52.19)
Cptions

Choose cover type Soft =
Cuaritiky Il_;l
foAdd b carty G fdd to wish list

[ Ady to comparison list

| Flash 5 far Wendews and Macin =]

2 Product comparison

Pazswerd

[Togin J register |

Note: More products of the same product class can then be added one by one to the Product features chart using the select box

below the Product features chart.

Note: The maximum number of products which can appear in selectboxes can be defined in the General settings/Feature

Comparison options section of the administrative interface (‘Maximum number of products which can be shown on the

feature-based comparisons page and on the Product details page in the form of a select box. If the quantity of products for

comparison exceeds the number specified here, product selection will be done in a popup window’).

5.3 Comparing products

No matter what method was used for selecting the products for comparison, they finally appear in the

Product features chart.
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Product features chart

=]
Sort by: kL Product & Price
Products
r r r
Adobe Photoshop Flash 5 for Mew Masters of
Product features 5.5 Classroom Windows and Flash
Price: $45.95 Macintosh Price: $59.99
Price: $59.99
r Catalog idx 654321957 321654957 654123654
T cover type Hard Soft Soft
[T publisher Dialectics Dialectics Piter Press
I pages 460 316 250
" with cp v X b3
Englizh ]
I Language German ot English
| Buy MNow | | Buy MNow | | Buy Nouw
it Remove selected features fif Remove selected products
| Photoshop 6 Down and Dirty T)=] | Add product |

The ‘Product features’ column displays a list of features by which the selected products are compared. The *
Products’ section displays the products which are compared. According to the default chart layout, product

features are displayed vertically and products are displayed horizontally.

If the customer believes some feature is not essential for the comparison, he can remove this feature from
the chart. To remove a feature, the customer needs to select the check box next to it and to click the °
Remove selected features’ link at the bottom of the ‘Product features’ column.
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Product features chart

Product features

Catalog idx
Cover type
Publisher
Pages

With CD

O|a|o =0 0

Language

it Bemove selected features

=]
Sort by: kL Product & Price
Products
r r r
Adobe Photoshop Flash 5 for Mew Masters of
5.5 Classroom Windows and Flash

Price: $45.95

Macintosh
Price: $59.99

Price: $59.99

654321937 321654937 654123654
Hard Soft Soft
Dialectics Dialectics Piter Press
460 31d 250
v b b
GErman g;'ﬁ_lli;hn English
| Buy MNow | | Buy MNow | | Buy Nouw

fif Remove selected products

| Photoshop & Down and Dirty Tz

| Add product |

The removed features are excluded from the chart, however, they appear above the chart in the form of

links from which they can be restored. The customer can restore any of the removed features at any time by

clicking the ‘Removed features’ links corresponding to these features.
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Product features chart

=]
Removed features: Publisher
Sort by: bl Product & Price
Products
r r I
Adobe Photoshop Flash 5 for Mew Masters of
Product features 5.5 Classroom Windows and Flash
Price: $45.95 Macintosh Price: $59.99
Price: $59.99
" catalog idx 654321957 321654957 65412365
r Cover type Hard Soft Soft
I pages 460 318 250
I with cp v X X
English ]
I Language German - Enalish
| Buy MNow | | Buy MNow | | Buy NMouw
it Remove selected features fif Remove selected products
| Photoshop & Down and Dirty T;l | Add product |

If needed, the customer can exclude one or more products from the chart. To remove a product, the
customer needs to select the check box next to the name of the product and to click the ‘Remove selected

products’ link at the bottom of the ‘Products’ section of the chart.
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Product features chart

=]
Removed features: Publisher
Sort by: bl Product & Price
Products
r r W
Adobe Photoshop Flash 5 for Mew Masters of
Product features 5.5 Classroom Windows and Flash
Price: $45.95 Macintosh Price: $59.99
Price: $59.99
" catalog idx 654321957 321654957 65412365
r Cover type Hard Soft Soft
I pages 460 318 250
™ with cp v X X
English ]
I Language German - Enalish
| Buy MNow | | Buy MNow | | Buy NMouw
it Remove selected features fif Remove selected products
| Photoshop & Down and Dirty T;l | Add product |

The removed product is excluded from the chart, however, it is added to the list of products in the selectbox

below the chart and it can be restored from the selectbox at any time.
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Product features chart

Removed features: Publizsher

Product features

r Catalog id=
r Cover type
r Pages

" with co

r Language

i Remove selected features

Sort by:

Products

m
Adobe Photoshop 5.5
Classroom
Price: $45.95

6543219587
Hard
460
v

German

| Buy Mow |

it Femove selected products

EF‘hu:utu:ushu:up & Diown and Dty T‘Ll

Photoshop 6 Down and Dirty Tr'in::l-::*
Professional Java Server ProgramH

Microsoft FrontPage 2000

Mew Masters of Flash

HTML 4 for the Warld Wide Wehb
Drearmweaver 3 Bible: Gold Edition
Designing web Usability

lavascript (Definitive Guide)

| Add product |

==

Product

-

Flash 5 for Windows and

Macintosh
Price: $59.99

321654987
Soft
318

X

English
GEerman

Buy Mow

37

& Price

To restore a removed product from the selectbox or to add a new product to the chart, select the necessary

product from the selectbox and click on the ‘Add product’ button.
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Product features chart

=)
Removed features: Publisher
Sort by: bl Product & Price
Products
r r
Product features Adobe Photoshop 5.5 Flash 5 for Windows and
Classroom Macintosh
Price: $45.95 Price: $59.99
7 catalog idx 654321957 321654957
I cover type Hard Zoft
I pages 460 318
" with cp v X
Enalish
I Language CRTER German
| Buy How | Buy Mow
i Femove selected features i Femove selected products

| Mew Masters of Flash ;I | Add product |

Note: The maximum number of products which can appear in the selectbox can be defined in the General settings/Feature
Comparison options section of the administrative interface (‘Maximum number of products which can be shown on the
feature-based comparisons page and on the Product details page in the form of a select box. If the quantity of products for
comparison exceeds the number specified here, product selection will be done in a popup window’).

When some feature is common for all the products displayed in the chart (for example, all the books have
the same publisher), this feature is displayed against a lighter background, so the whole line is highlighted,

which makes the similarity more conspicuous.
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Product features chart

=)
Sort by: kL Product & Price
Products
r r
Product features Adobe Photoshop 5.5 Flash 5 for Windows and
Classroom Macintosh
Price: $45.95 Price: $£59.99
" catalog idx 654321987 321654957
" cover type Hard Soft
[ publisher Dialectics Dialectics
I pages 4610 318
I with cp v X
English
I Language serman Germman
| Buy MNow | Buy MNow
it Remove selected features fif Remove selected products
| Photoshop & Down and Dirty T;l | Add product |

For convenience the customer can hide the features common for all the products in the chart, so that only

the differences are shown. To conceal all the similarities, the customer needs to click on the &l icon. The

lines with the ‘common’ features will be removed from the chart. The look of the icon will also be changed:

=, Clicking the =l icon, the customer can restore the lines showing similarities in the chart.
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Product features chart

Product features

r Catalog idx
I Cover type
I Pages

" with co

I Language

it Remove selected features

Sort by:

-

Adobe Photoshop 5.5

Classroom
Price: $45.95

654321987
Hard
460
v

German

| Buy MNow |

fif Remove selected products

I Photoshop & Down and Dirty T)=)

| Add product |

koL Product

==

4 Price

Products

-

Flash 5 for Windows and

Macintosh
Price: $59.99

3216549587
Soft
318

X

English
German

Buy MNow

Sometimes it may be convenient to rearrange the Product features chart so that the product names are

displayed vertically (in a column), and the product features are displayed horizontally next to them (in other

words, to flip the coordinate vectors of the chart). This functionality turns out especially helpful if the number of

products being compared is much greater than the number of involved features (Great numbers of products

make the chart too wide to fit into the screen. Arranging the products vertically can help the customer to deal

with the problem). To flip the coordinate vectors, the customer needs to click the 1:* icon.
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Product features chart
=ln

Sort by: kL Product & Price

Product features

r r r - r
Products Catalog Cover Pages With Language
id= type CD

[ Adobe Photoshop 5.5 Classroom 654371987 Hard = 460 v German |W|

Price: $45.95

[" Flash 5 for Windows and Macintosh Emglish [ o .
. 321654957 Soft 318

Price: $59.59 ? X | German |w|

fiif Remove selected products it Rermove selected features

|F‘h|:|t|:|sh|:||:| & Down and Dirky T;I | Add product

Clicking the same icon once again reverts the chart to its original state.

If flipping the chart vectors still does not help to make the process of working with the chart any better, the
customer can resort to getting the module to display the whole chart in a separate window, so that the chart

can be scrolled separately without having to scroll the whole store page. To get the chart to be displayed in

a separate window, the customer needs to click on the = icon.
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